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Introduction 


In Prophet S's farewell pilgrimage, also known as the Hajjatul Wada', there were two major 
takeaways for Muslims - one, the Fiqh of Hajj and two, the several sermons or khutbahs made by our 
Prophet This paper will focus on the latter, where the significance of the sermons centred on 
protecting human dignity and human rights, thereby aligning with the Maqasid al-Shari'ah 1 . Prophet * 
gave at least 3 sermons in Hajjatul Wada'. He * delivered the most important one - the Farewell 
Sermon - on the Day of Arafat, 9 th Zulhijjah which fell on a blessed Friday in that 10 th year after the 
Hijrah to Madinah. Ever since then, a sermon is delivered there every Hajj. This paper will look into the 
relevance of the Farewell Sermon to contemporary issues of human rights. The Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights (UDHR) 2 has been used in this paper as the basis of modern human rights. Not 
surprisingly, the UDHR adopted by the United Nations (UN) in 1948 is akin to the laws and guidance of 
Allah swt and His Messenger Si more than 1,400 years ago. 


At the valley of 'Uranah after Zuhur prayer on 9 Zulhijjah 10 A.H., Prophet * praised Allah swt and 
thanked Him before turning to his S people to say: 

"O Men, listen well to my words, for I do not know whether I shall meet you again on such an occasion in the future. 

1. O Men, your lives and your property shall be inviolate until you meet your Lord. The safety of your lives and of your 
property shall be as inviolate as this holy day and holy month. 

2. Remember that you will indeed meet your Lord, and that He will indeed reckon your deeds. Thus do I warn you. Whoever 
of you is keeping a trust of someone else shall return that trust to its rightful owner. 

3. All interest obligation shall henceforth be waived. Your capital, however, is yours to keep. You will neither inflict nor 
suffer inequity. God has judged that there shall be no interest and that all the interest due to 'Abbas ibn 'Abd al Muttalib 
shall henceforth be waived. 

4. Every right arising out of homicide in pre-lslamic days is henceforth waived. And the first such right that I waive is that 
arising from the murder of Rabi'ah ibn al Harith ibn 'Abd al Muttalib. 

5. O Men, the devil has lost all hope of ever being worshipped in this land of yours. Nevertheless, he still is anxious to 
determine the lesser of your deeds. Beware of him, therefore, for the safety of your religion. 

6. O Men, intercalation or tampering with the calendar is evidence of great unbelief and confirms the unbelievers in their 
misguidance. They indulge in it one year and forbid it the next in order to make permissible that which God forbade, and 
to forbid that which God has made permissible. The pattern according to which the time is reckoned is always the same. 
With God, the months are twelve in number. Four of them are holy. Three of these are successive and one occurs singly 
between the months ofJumada and Sha'ban. 

7. O Men, to you a right belongs with respect to your women and to your women a right with respect to you. It is your right 
that they not fraternize with anyone of whom you do not approve, as well as never to commit adultery. But if they do, 
then God has permitted you to isolate them within their homes and to chastise them without cruelty. But if they abide by 
your right, then to them belongs the right to be fed and clothed in kindness. Do treat your women well and be kind to 
them, for they are your partners and committed helpers. Remember that you have taken them as your wives and enjoyed 
their flesh only under God's trust and with His permission. Reason well, therefore, O Men, and ponder my words which I 
now convey to you. 

8. I am leaving you with the Book of God and the Sunnah of His Prophet. If you follow them, you will never go astray. O Men, 
hearken well to my words. 

9. Learn that every Muslim is a brother to every Muslim and that the Muslims constitute one brotherhood. Nothing shall be 
legitimate to a Muslim which belongs to a fellow Muslim unless it was given freely and willingly. Do no, therefore, do 
injustice to your own selves. 

O God, have I conveyed Your message?" 3 


1 Objectives of the Shari'ah: 1) Preservation of religion, 2) Preservation of life, 3) Preservation of mind, 4) Preservation 
of honour, 5) Preservation of offspring and 6) Preservation of wealth. 

2 http://www.un.org/en/udhrbook/pdf/udhr booklet en web.pdf 

3 Haykal, Muhammad Husayn, 2005, The Life of Muhammad, American Trust Publications, p468-469. 



There are many crucial lessons from the above sermon by Prophet 8 . To go into detail of every one 
and analyse its relevance to contemporary human rights issues today would deserve a voluminous 
book or books. Hence, I have chosen 9 salient points and summarized the analysis in relation to 
modern times. An interesting point to note is that Prophet 8 had used 'O Men' or 'O People' in his 8 
final sermon, rather than 'O Muslims', potentially signifying his 8 intent to address the whole of 
mankind. As it seems that Prophet 8 had a premonition that it could be his 8 final speech to the 
people, he 8 made it very clear to the people to pay careful attention. 

1. Sanctity of People's Lives and Properties 

The pagans, from the time of Ibrahim pszLa <uic, were not only well-aware but adhered closely to the 

sanctity of the holy months and the holy territory of Makkah. Ibn 'Abbas said, "We could see (in the 
days of Jahiliyyah) the murderer of his father doing tawaf." 4 From this hadith, we can infer that one 
would be safe from attacks at the Ka'bah or in the sacred months even in pre-lslamic times. Hence, 
Prophet 8 is drawing an analogy that the sacredness of people's lives and their properties is like that 
of the sacrosanct months and places. This does not refer only to tangible matters but people's dignity, 
honour and privacy of their homes must also be protected 5 . 

A human life is invaluable in Islam such that killing a person deliberately without legitimate reasons 
such as retaliation for spreading corruption, is equivalent to killing all of mankind 6 . This first point of 
the sermon is in sync with two objectives of the Shari'ah - the protection of life and property - and 
later the Article 03 and 17 of the UDHR 7 . The Quran 8 dictates clearly that killing is forbidden where 
Qisas 9 has to be enforced; otherwise forgiveness or compensation must be observed. Likewise, 
property and the security of it is a necessity of mankind. The Holy Quran 10 and the Sunnah of the 
Prophet 8 command that no one should steal or obtain the property of others illegitimately and 
specify how a thief should be punished. Even in the conquest of Syria, Abu Bakr (ra)'s command to the 
Muslims include, "In your progress through the enemy land cut down no palms or other fruit trees, 
destroy not the products of the earth, ravage no fields, burn no dwellings, from the stores of your 
enemies take only what you need for your wants." 11 Towards the end of his 8 sermon, he reiterated 


4 Transcript for Dr. Yasir Qadhi's [ Seerah of Prophet Muhammad PBUH ] Lectures #4: Religious Status of The World 
Before Islam 

http://arqadhi.blogspot.sg/2015/ll/004-religious-status-of-world-before.html 

5 Muhammad Asad, 1980, The Principles of State and Government in Islam, p84. 

6 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Maeda 5:32 

7 http://www.un.org/en/udhrbook/pdf/udhr booklet en web.pdf 

8 Ibid, Surah Al-Baqarah 2:178-179 and Surah Al-lsra' 17:33 

9 Qisas: Law of equality in punishment 

10 The Holy Quran, 2:188, 4:10, 5:38 

11 Anwar Ahmad Qadri, 1997, Islamic Jurisprudence in the Modern World, Delhi: Taj Company, p279. 



that, "Nothing shall be legitimate to a Muslim which belongs to a fellow Muslim unless it was given 
freely and willingly." 

It is a sad reality today that civil wars, massacres, shellings, mass shootings, chemical weapons, 
terrorist attacks and suicide bombings amongst others cause innocent people to be killed and 
properties to be damaged each day. From Middle East 12 to Africa to Asia to the West and others, we 
have been numbed to the atrocities happening in these countries. Almost 5 years have passed since 
the start of the civil war in Syria where 250,000 people have been killed and 11 million people forced 
out of their homes affecting 6 million children 13 . 7.6 million people in Yemen today require urgent 
food assistance 14 while around 25% of civilians in Gaza live in shelters or with others as homes and 
schools are destroyed 15 . In Nigeria, 2.5 million have had to leave their homes 16 and in 2015 alone, 
there were 355 mass shootings 17 in the United States. 

Prophet 8 practised what he 8 preached. Reflecting upon the seerah of the Prophet 8 , there was but 
only one major execution that he 8 ordered. It took place at the Battle of Khandaq where Banu 
Qurayza committed treason and its fighting men were legitimately executed following the verdict of 
Sa'd ibn Mu'adh. The treacherous tribes of Banu Qaynuqa' and Banu Nadir had been previously 
expelled from Madinah. Most nations today likewise, charge treason with life imprisonment, if not the 
death penalty. The expulsion and execution of the three Jewish tribes were due to their breach of the 
peace pact with Prophet 8 , as opposed to their religious beliefs, culture or colour. Even at the 
mourning of his 8 uncle's death and mutilation of his body, Hamzah (ra), Allah swt revealed verses to 
Prophet 8 , thereby reassuring him 8 that patience over punishment is better in the eyes of Allah swt 18 . 

i. Contemporary Issue: Danger, Unrest & The Duty of the Government to Maintain Peace 

The Treaty of Hudaybiyah gives us an important lesson for contemporary times - the power of peace 
treaties even with an enemy. The Quraysh were downright against Islam and tried every possibility to 
annihilate it. Yet, in Prophet 8's wisdom, he enacted a peace treaty with them in order to prevent 
future war and bloodshed. With that, it allowed Muslims and non-Muslims to mingle and engage in 
trade with one another. A consequence of that is the message of Islam spread and from 1,500 
Muslims 19 at the Treaty of Hudaybiyah, the number swelled to 10,000 2 °at the Conquest of Makkah. 


12 Examples are Syria, Palestine, Afghanistan, Iraq, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sudan, Pakistan, Myanmar, Thailand. 

13 http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-26116868 

14 http://www.aliazeera.com/news/2015/12/vemen-step-famine-15120421094Q979.html 

15 http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28439404 

16 http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewslD=53239#.VtW5EvJum01 

17 https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2015/12/02/the-san-bernardino-mass-shooting-is-the-second- 
today-and-the-355th-this-year/ 

18 The Holy Quran, Surah An-Nahl 16:126-127 

19 Abdul Hameed Siddique, 1999, The Life of Muhammad, Islamic Book Trust, p227. 



Furthermore, it is compulsory upon Muslims to fulfil their end of the treaty. It must be noted though, 
that peace treaties will only be successful if both parties abide by them. 


Since there is 'no compulsion in religion' 21 and even other religions are tolerated, the obligation to see 
past differences must be higher amongst Muslims. It is unfortunate that even Muslims are fighting one 
another today when Muslims are not allowed to incite war or be aggressors 22 . Prophet S constituted a 
Madinah Pact where in it specified that the various tribes, Muslim and Jews, should live peacefully 
with and help one another in times of need. This must be emulated by us to ensure harmonious 
relationships between and within nation states today to prevent bloodshed and mass destruction. 

ii. Contemporary Issue: Danger, Unrest & The Duty of the Government to Eradicate Tyranny 

This brings us to the next current crisis - the issue of refugees in the midst of turmoil in their home 
countries. People are risking their lives today, on overcrowded dinghies to cross borders 23 for the 
chance of a better future elsewhere. Why should this be necessary if their economic, social, 
psychological, spiritual and political well-being are well-protected by their leaders? 

The root causes of civil wars and the refugee crisis - dictatorship, poverty and social injustice - must 
be first nipped in the bud to prevent future occurrences. There should be no room for despotism in 
Islam. Victory is not about empowering an individual 24 and endangering the lives of many others. It is 
unfortunate that the dictators that people are fleeing from come from the Muslim countries. Allah swt 
says 25 , "We shall set up scales of justice on the Day of Judgment so that not a soul will be dealt with 
unjustly in the least." 

Anwar Ahmad Qadri states that 26 , "...the government is a trust which God has placed in the hands of 
rulers for the benefit of humanity and it is also a trust in the sense that it is a representative of the 
ummah and is thus responsible to it." The people must have access to freedom of opinion and 
spirituality, protection of safety, free and compulsory education as well as economic security 27 . In 
return, the people are then obliged to obey to its government within their capabilities, as long as the 
government abides by the Quran and Sunnah. If these rights and obligations are met with 


20 Ibid, p258. 

21 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Baqarah 2:256 

22 Anwar Ahmad Qadri, 1997, Islamic Jurisprudence in the Modem World, Delhi: Taj Company, p281. 

23 http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/ian/12/refugee-rescues-continue-winter-greece-agathonisi 
24 Zakaria Bashier, 1998, Sunshine at Madinah, Islamic Foundation, p90. 

25 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Anbiya' 21:47 

26 Anwar Ahmad Qadri, 1997, Islamic Jurisprudence in the Modem World, Delhi: Taj Company, p270. 

27 Muhammad Asad, 1980, The Principles of State and Government in Islam, Delhi: Taj Company, p81-87. 




righteousness and morality, problems of social and economic disparities would dissolve thereby 
allowing space for spiritual progress 28 . 

"The highest kind of jihad is to speak up for the truth in the face of a government [sultan] that 
deviates from the right path." 29 Other Muslims now have a duty to protect the vulnerable, regardless 
whether they are Muslims or non-Muslims 30 , aligned with the Islamic vision to exterminate injustice 
and ensure basic right to safety is provided to every individual where possible within our capacities. 
Muslim countries must champion this desperate need to house these dispossessed people, through 
engagement, negotiations and partnerships with other states. After all, one of the milestones in Islam 
is when the al-Ansar took in the al-Muhajirun and provided the latter a safe sanctuary in their 
homeland, which consequently allowed Islam to grow to the extent it is today. It is thus comforting 
that the Organization of Islamic Cooperation has encouraged its members to accept refugees 31 and 
countries such as Turkey which has taken in 2.5 million Syrian refugees while Jordan took in 1.5 million. 
With that, we can only make supplication to Allah swt for victory, if not in this life, for the next. 

2. Individual Accountability to Allah swt 

Here, Prophet S is reaffirming Allah swt's warnings to us that each one of us will be accountable to 
Allah swt on the Day of Judgment 32 . Allah swt takes into account every single thing 33 , including our 
fulfilment of others' rights over us. We cannot feign ignorance as numerous verses of the Quran mete 
out our personal obligations 3432 . To remind us of our impending destiny, some verses warn us of His 
Grave Punishment 36 should we veer from His Path while others promise the pleasures of Paradise 37 
should we abide by Allah swt's boundaries. It is insufficient to perform deeds without consciousness of 
Allah swt yet it is likewise insufficient to be fully aware of The Al-Mighty without acting on the belief. 
Whoever has wronged himself though should repent and not lose hope as Allah swt is the All Merciful 
and Oft Forgiving 38 . 


28 Prophet * said that, "Poverty may sometimes turn into unbelief [kufr] 

29 Muslim, on the authority of Abu Sa'id al-Khudri. 

30 http://www.cilecenter.org/en/news/muslim-responses-to-refugees/ 

31 http://www.oic-oci.org/oicv2/iournal/?lan=en 

32 Examples from the Holy Quran: Surah Al-Baqarah 2:46, Surah An-Nahl 16:97 

33 The Holy Quran - Surah Al-Jinn 72:28 

34 To believe in only one God, observe prayers, to give charity (zakat), to complete Hajj and Umrah, to stay away from 
intoxicants, to be truthful and righteous 

35 The Holy Quran -2:43, 2:83, 2:215, 2:177, 2:183, 2:196 7:156-157, 17:26-29, 22:35 

36 Ibid - 59:3-4, 65:10, 66:6, 67:11 

37 Ibid - 9:72, 18:31, 36:56-57, 37:46-47, 47:15, 69:22-24 

38 Ibid - 2:160 3:15-17, 4:110, 7:56, 9:102, 39:53 



i. Contemporary Issue: Injustice & The Individual Responsibility towards Human Rights 

In Islam, sovereignty belongs to Allah swt 39 . We are accountable only to Allah swt, not any political 
party, dictator, employer or superficial entity. In Surah Al-Qalam 68:9, Allah swt has warned us that 
there will be those who wish that we compromise certain aspects of the religion in return for some 
worldly benefit. At times, greed, pride, arrogance and short-term material preferences overcome us 
and prevent us from fulfilling the rights of others over us. This results in injustice, unhappiness and 
disunity in the family, community, country and world. Unity founded on the truth, common morally 
upright values and a genuine camaraderie for other fellow mankind can only be achieved through a 
shared understanding of our individual accountability to Allah swt. The best form of ethics is founded 
on aqidah, the belief in Allah swt. Therefore, although the UDHR is a universal, modern approach to 
legislating human rights, Muslims have an added moral motivation to comply with them 40 in our 
obedience and strive to please the Al-Mighty. We are even commanded to 'compete one another in 
good deeds' 41 . 

If we study the Shari'ah closely, we will understand the Perfection and Wisdom behind the injunctions 
set by Allah swt, reinforced by the Sunnah of the Prophet S and methods of reasoning. Our ecosystem 
is made up of sub-systems which interact with each other. Hence, to ensure that all members of the 
system are fairly treated, the most intimate sub-system must be in order. We need to understand our 
responsibilities and boundaries very well. Our duty as an individual is to worship the Al-Mighty, to 
honour our parents, to love our spouses, to educate our children, to trade honestly, to respect our 
leaders, to protect the people, to feed the poor, to help the needy, to bury the dead, amongst others. 
It is only when individuals fulfil our duty towards others and adhere to Allah swt's moral creed that 
these values can permeate all levels. The individuals' collective conduct then translates to the society's 
ethical standard, further influencing the nation's moral code. 

Muhammad Asad states in his book 42 that, "No nation or community can know happiness unless and 
until it is truly united from within; and no nation or community can be truly united from within unless 
it achieves a large degree of unanimity as to what is right and what is wrong in the affairs of men; and 
no such unanimity is possible unless the nation or community agrees on a moral obligation arising 
from a permanent, absolute moral law." Rightfully put, only the collective adherence of the 
community to a single, well-defined code of ethics, that is the Law of Allah swt, will unite the people. 


39 Anwar Ahmad Qadri, 1997, Islamic Jurisprudence in the Modem World, Delhi: Taj Company, p269. 

40 Jasser Auda, 2007, Maqasid al-Shariah as Philosophy of Islamic Law A Systems Approach, The International Institute 
of Islamic Thought, p23. 

41 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Maeda 5:48 

42 Muhammad Asad, 1980, The Principles of State and Government in Islam, p6. 



That said, the individual obligation of a leader towards his people is higher. While we conform to the 
Laws of Allah swt, rigidity and autocracy should not be tolerated. Equal opportunities to participate in 
various fields such as education, economy and politics will increase the intellectual capability and 
standing of the ummah. Leaders must embrace different opinions, create inclusivity and revive the 
principle of consultation, syurah, where qualified individuals from various fields gather and agree how 
the Shari'ah and ijtihad can be used to tackle contemporary issues. In line with UDHR, human rights 
include 'fair access to education, economic opportunities, adequate resources and health care' and 
Article 19 states one's right to freedom of opinion. 


3. Interest and Inequity is Forbidden 

Here, Prophet 8 reiterates the message 43 of Allah swt to ban interest, riba' and any form of inequity. 
Riba' was a common form of income in the Arabian Peninsula by the sheer manipulation of socio¬ 
economic factors. As money that the rich hoard would be loaned to the poor, subject to interest, riba' 
is a materialistic tool which serves to exploit people in the lower economic strata. The Islamic principle 
is not to make money off money as this economic system not only circulates the wealth amongst the 
wealthy few, but it also allows them to become richer 44 . This is very much loathed by Allah swt 45 as 
can be seen in another Maqasid al-Shari'ah - the preservation of wealth. Al-Abbas ibn Abdul Muttalib, 
the uncle of Prophet ®, provided loans to the people and was owed a significant sum of interest 46 . By 
removing the right of his own uncle in receiving interest, thereby decreasing his family's wealth, 
Prophet 8 was exemplifying equal treatment, obliterating any possible accusation that his 8 family 
could enjoy special privileges. 

Any injustice where money is concerned is not tolerated. Even the concept of labour laws and wages 
had been conceptualized by Islam and Prophet 8. A hadith narrated by Ibn Majah 47 , 'Prophet 8 said, 
"Give the hireling his wages before his sweat dries.'" 

i. Contemporary Issue: Exploitation of the Poor & Establishing The Islamic Economic System 

Allah swt has revealed many verses to institute an Islamic economic system. An apt verse from Surah 
Hashr 59:7 48 tells us that wealth must not be at the disposal of a few people and a portion was to be 


43 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Baqarah 2:275-281, Surah AI-E-lmran 3:130, An-Nisaa 4:161 and Ar-Rum 30:39. 

44 Zakaria Bashier, 1998, Sunshine at Madinah, Islamic Foundation, p207-208. 

45 The Holy Quran, Surah At-Takathur 102:1-2 

46 Transcript for Dr. Yasir Qadhi 's [ Seerah of Prophet Muhammad PBUH ] Lectures #100: The Farewell Hajj 
http://arqadhi.blogspot.sg/2015/10/100-farewell-haii.html 

47 Ibn Majah, Mishkat, II, 638. 

48 Abdullah Yusuf AN, 1968, The Holy Quran : Text Translation and Commentary by A Yusuf Ali, Dar Al Arabia, pl522- 
1523: "What God has bestowed on His Apostle (and taken away) from the people of the townships, - belongs to God, - 
to His Apostle and to kindred and orphans, the needy and the wayfarer; in order that it may not (merely) make a circuit 
between the wealthy among you. So take what the Apostle assigns to you, and deny yourselves that which he 
withholds from you. And fear God; for God is strict in Punishment." 



reserved for Rasulullah SI who was the guardian of the rights of the needy. The Islamic economic 
system envisions for the rich to offer zakat, interest-free capital, provide jobs as well as supervise the 
less privileged. 

Giving zakat and sadaqah forms our economic foundation which is based on compassion, brotherhood 
and unity 49 . Zakat, an obligation put forth by Allah swt, distributes wealth to the poor to balance socio¬ 
economic disparities and discourages the rich from merely keeping the monies to themselves. Islam 
also encourages interest-free capital (qard hasan), joint ventures (mushaarakah) and mutual profit loss 
sharing (mudaarabah). Interest-free capital and joint ventures create business opportunities and jobs, 
which ensure maximum employment, wealth generation and economic growth. Mutual profit loss 
sharing, on the other hand, keeps business partners and financial institutions on their toes as it 
becomes a personal interest to maintain due diligence and avoid exposure to excessive speculative 
risk, gharar. This type of economic set-up results in a win-win situation for both parties. 

Despite these praiseworthy principles, it is sad that out of 1.5 billion followers, 650 million Muslims 
are at or below the poverty level. 50 There is still a lack of development in Islamic finance with very few 
financial institutions offering interest-free banking and Islamic financial products to the masses. Forget 
about Islamic-compliant financial services not being accessible in developing countries, a developed 
country like Singapore does not have access to Islamic finance products. Even leading intellectuals 
have acknowledged the problems with our current financial system which increases the disparity 
between wealthy and poor and gives a false impression that wealth generation is a sign of human 
progress 51 . This continues to present an excellent opportunity for Muslims to propose and prove the 
sustainability of the Islamic economic system. 

4. Abolishing Customs from Jahiliyyah 

Prophet S was leading by example in informing the people that the blood money due to his own 
family for a homicide by the Banu Hudhayl was waived 52 , which otherwise would have resulted in war 
if not paid. If one life is lost, many lives cannot be taken in retaliation. Prophet S sought to end tribal 
customs for they sow seeds of grievances, tribalism and disunity. 


49 Zakaria Bashier, 1998, Sunshine at Madinah, Islamic Foundation, p207-208. 

50 http://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-network/2015/mar/19/religion-money-is-islamic- 
banking-the-way-forward-for-ethiopians 

51 http://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/2014/dec/04/could-islamic-finance-solution-capitalism 

52 Transcript for Dr. Yasir Qadhi 's [ Seerah of Prophet Muhammad PBUH ] Lectures #100: The Farewell Hajj 
http://arqadhi.blogspot.sg/2015/10/100-farewell-haii.html 


As Allah swt revealed in Surah al-Baqarah 2:178, the Law of equality is applicable for intentional 
murders where the Law of Qisas requires the killer himself to be executed 53 or a compensation to be 
made. When the tribe of Khuza'ah found a pagan Hudhyal and killed him after the Conquest of 
Makkah, part of Prophet S's speech included the following: "All killing must stop, for it is evil crime 
and brings no advantage when indulged in. You have killed a man, and I shall have to pay his bloodwit 
to his people. Henceforth, the heirs of a victim shall have the choice between executing the murderer 
or receiving bloodwit." 54 Any unjust treatment of a non-Muslim was admonished by Prophet SS himself 
and his ^ Companions (ra) in following Caliphates. 

i. Contemporary Issue: Different Forms of Discrimination & Obliterating Them 

The division between tribes in those days is now manifested in the form of discrimination due to class, 
caste, ethnicity, nationality, religious denomination, colour and so on. Bloody conflicts stemming from 
such discrimination still exist around the world today. As recent as 1994, ethnic cleansing caused the 
massacre of nearly 1,000,000 Tutsis by Hutus in Rwanda. Other cases include the violence between 
the Rohingyan Muslims and Buddhists in Myanmar. Unfortunately, although the concept of ummah 
does not distinguish a Muslim for his race, culture or other superficial categorizations, social 
stratification also exists in Muslim majority countries such as Pakistan. 

Islam is classless and founded on a basis of tolerance, equality, justice and mercy. Our relationship 
with all mankind including non-Muslims has been regulated by Allah swt. In addition, Allah swt 
indicated clearly to us that the one thing that distinguishes us is taqwa 55 , God-consciousness. Prophet 
S said, "He who kills a mu'ahid will never smell the fragrance of Paradise, the fragrance of which can 
be smelled from a distance of 40-year travel." 56 It is forbidden for us to oppose or oppress non- 
Muslims. Non-Muslims have a right of protection from both internal and external aggression. In 
addition, the non-Muslims' right over the Muslim leader is protection of property, honour, religion 
and the right to receive social assistance when required as well as government services 57 . Today, the 
UDHR echoes this by affirming the right of an individual to life and security regardless of one's class, 
race or ethnic group. 

Prophet S succeeded in establishing an Islamic state in a Muslim-minority territory, through his S 
universal characteristics of fairness, mercy, honesty, genuine compassion for all men, rich and poor as 


53 Abdullah Yusuf AN, 1968, The Holy Quran : Text Translation and Commentary by A Yusuf All, Dar Al Arabia, p70-71. 

54 Haykal, Muhammad Husayn, 2005, The Life of Muhammad, American Trust Publications, p396-397. 

55 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Hujurat 49:13 

56 Related by Imam Ahmad and Imam Bukhari in Jizya, and by Imam An-Nisa'I and Imam Ibn Majah in Ad-Diyat, on the 
authority of 'Abdullah Ibn 'Amr 

57 Yusuf al-Qaradawi, 2005, Non-Muslims in the Islamic Society, American Trust Publications, p3-15 



well as commitment to peace and aversion to war. Prophet S managed to unite the people of 
Madinah, both Muslims and non-Muslims, protect and be friendly with the Jews yet not breach the 
Laws of Allah swt. Following his S footsteps, Umar ibn al-Khattab ensured the safeguarding of non- 
Muslims' lives, property and churches while Khalid ibn al-Walid made a treaty with the Christians of 
Al-Hira in Iraq, promising sustenance from the bait al-mal in the case of disability, poverty and old 
age 58 . This needs to be emulated closely in our current times where societies are multi-ethnic, multi¬ 
cultural and multi-religious. 

5. Safeguarding Oneself from the Whispers of Satan 

While Satan may not be able to stop most of us from being Believers, Satan has his ways of 
instigating 59 us in traps of disobedience, which we may not deem as crucially detrimental to our faith. 
However, it is from these little footsteps that the shameful and wrong are inevitably committed 60 . 
Small sins lead to bigger sins which then corrupt the heart and steer us from Allah swt 61 , the worst of 
them all is falling outside the folds of Islam 62 . Hence, Allah swt has warned us in the Holy Quran that 
Satan is our enemy 63 and to recite the invocation 64 to protect ourselves against it, as Satan will deny 
any responsibility to our evil deeds on the Day of Judgment 65 . 

i. Contemporary Issue: Fractures & Discord and Unity with the Remembrance of Allah swt 

The temptations of this world are ever-present and require us to have a strong iman to ward off 
Satan's evil whisperings 66 . As mentioned above, an unity in the ummah needs to start from the 
individual. Satan prompts ailments of the heart such as envy 67 , arrogance, greed, ungratefulness, 
laziness, doubt, suspicion, bad assumptions 68 , fear 69 and hatred. These diseases of the heart then sow 
seeds of discord 70 between spouses, families, communities and nations. In Singapore, 'infidelity or 
extra-marital affair' was the top reason for Muslim divorces in 2014 at 21.9% 71 . Satan beautifies our 
misdeeds 72 and blinds us from recognizing injustice, intolerance, oppression, cruelty and extremism. 


58 Yusuf al-Qaradawi, 2005, Non-Muslims in the Islamic Society, American Trust Publications, p8-ll 

59 The Holy Quran, Surah Taha 20:120 

60 Ibid., Surah An-Nur 24:21 

61 Ibid, Surah Al-Araf 7:200-202 

62 Ibid, Surah Al-Hashr 59:16 

63 Ibid., Surah Al-Baqarah 2:208 

64 Ibid., Surah Al-Mu'minun 23:97-98 

65 Ibid., Surah Ibrahim, 14:22 

66 Ibid., Surah Al-A'raf 7:16-17 

67 Ibid., Surah Yusuf 12:89 

68 Ibid., Surah Al-Hujurat 49:12 

69 Ibid., Surah AI-E-lmran 3:175 

70 Ibid., Surah Al-lsraa 17:75 

71 http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/more-getting-married/2014512.html 

72 Ibid, Surah Al-Nahl 16:163 



The result of this injustice is social ills such as domestic violence, marital issues, slander, financial 
problems, theft, robbery, homicide, exploitation, slavery, human trafficking and other crimes. All the 
above issues are in themselves harmful and violate human rights. It is alarming to see the statistics: 
21-36 million people are enslaved today in labour, sexual and child slavery 73 . In addition to social 
problems, leaders commit political injustice and compromise the safety of their people by waging wars, 
engaging in corruption, enforcing unjustified imprisonment and suppressing the rights of the people to 
maintain power. The above cases evidently go against many Articles of the UDHR. 

Prophet 8 had ordered us to 1) visit the sick, 2) return greetings of peace, 3) follow funeral procession, 
4) help the oppressed, 5) accept invitations, 6) help others to fulfil their oaths and 7) supplicate for the 
person who sneezes 74 . Such acts of kindness ordered of us reinforce ties of kinship and create a 
harmonious, united ummah which consequently protects its people from going astray. In addition, the 
individual should curb one's one's desires 75 , control one's anger, remove other diseases of the heart 76 
and remember the Hereafter by frequent remembrance of Allah swt such as praying, fasting, giving 
charity, recitation of the Quran, performing dhikr and doing good deeds. Satan cannot overpower us 
unless we allow it to 77 . As the obedience to Allah swt calls for the kind treatment of fellow human 
beings and be merciful to others 78 , Islam inadvertently promotes human rights and drive Satan away. 

6. Natural Order Cannot be Altered 

The pagan Arabs followed the tradition of Ibrahim 79 pszLa <uic in observing four holy months in which 
war and fighting were unlawful. However, they would change the order of these sacred months at 
their fancy in order to make what was forbidden lawful while their enemies would have remained true 
to the sanctity 80 . This would absolve them of any charge of going against the sacredness of the holy 
months. Hence, this sermon sought to establish the irreversible order of the calendar, where the 4 
sacred months were clearly mentioned in the Holy Quran 81 . They are Zulqa'dah (11 th month), Zulhijjah 
(12 th month), Muharram (1 st month) and Rajab (7 th month). 

i. Contemporary Issue: Flipping Ethical Standards as opposed to the Perfection of Shari'ah 


73 http://www.freetheslaves.net/ 

74 Narrated by Bukhari. 

75 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Jathiyah 45:23 

76 Hamza Yusuf, 2012, Purification of the Heart, Sandala Inc. 

77 The Holy Quran, Surah An-Nisaa 4:76 

78 "Allah will not be merciful to those who are not merciful to mankind," Narrated by Prophet ®. Bukhari 7376 

79 Transcript for Dr. Yasir Qadhi's [ Seerah of Prophet Muhammad PBUH ] Lectures #32: The People of As-Suffa 
http://arqadhi.blogspot.sg/2015/ll/032-people-of-as-suffa 22.html 

80 Abdullah Yusuf AN, 1968, The Holy Quran : Text Translation and Commentary by A Yusuf Ali, Dar Al Arabia, Surah 
9:36-37, p450-451. 

81 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Taubah 9:36 



I have interpreted this portion of Prophet S's sermon to mean that there must be a law that people 
abide by and that order cannot be changing arbitrarily. There is no use having a set of rules that 
people do not respect. An example is traffic rules where even just one party transgressing can result in 
massive devastation and the loss of lives. Likewise, human rights standard as per instituted in the 
Quran may not be altered according to subjective benchmarks, opinions or society's changing nature 
of morality. God's commands to us regarding what constitute transgression towards our fellow 
mankind are fixed and clearly specified. Even a minor wrongdoing upsets Allah swt's Perfect system 
and nature. 

If Allah swt does not permit zihar 82 , a verbal transgression made by a spouse, what more a prolonged 
physical violence in a marriage? If a mere loan 10 cents needs to be returned to the rightful owner, 
what more a theft or robbery to illegally acquire the possessions of others? If a slap by a ruler is not 
allowed 83 , what more depriving a citizen of rights to life, protection, safety, education and so on? The 
above examples are to demonstrate the transgression of Allah swt's law with respect to human rights. 
The Shari'ah has therefore, constituted perfect laws for mankind that would uphold the modern 
human rights as defined by UDHR and more. 

7. Protection of Women's Rights and Honour 

Prophet S's words are in sync with the Quran, as the above confirms Allah swt's message in Surah At- 
Taubah 9:71 as well as Surah Al-Ahzab 33:35 that seek to institute the equality of men and women in 
the eyes of Islam. This was especially required as the ignorant and bigoted abuse of women in the pre- 
Islamic period called for a desperate reform. With women forming half of any nation, it is vital that 
women are given their rights to financial security, education, employment, marriage, equity and 
kindness to play their roles in society more effectively. However, it is important to note here that in 
Islam, men and women are created to complement one another, and should not be regarded as 
equivalent. Although the Quran and hadith sought to eliminate the unfair treatment of women more 
than a millennium ago, a 2005 United Nations Development Program reports that Arab states show 
the biggest disparity in gender equality. 

i. Contemporary Issue: Domestic Injustice & Fixing Marriages to Uplift the Community 

The sanctity of marriage is detailed in Surah Ar-Rum 30:21 84 while Surah Mujadilah 58:1-4 were 
revealed to preserve the dignity of women when subjected to husbands who are unjust. In Surah An- 

82 The Holy Quran, Surah Mujadila 58:1-6 

83 Well-known story of a Copt and 'Amr ibn al-'As, the ruler of Egypt. Yusuf al-Qaradawi, 2005, Non-Muslims In the 
Islamic Society, American Trust Publications, pl6. 

84 "And of His signs is that He created for you, of yourselves, spouses, that you (may) find rest in them, and he has made 
between you amity and mercy. Surely in that are indeed signs for a people who meditate." 



Nisa 4:19 of the Quran, husbands are encouraged to be kind to their wives. This continues to be 
relevant as women are still subjected to unjust treatment, discrimination and violence. In 2012, 1 in 2 
women killed globally were murdered by their partners or family members 85 . In 2013, 1 in 3 women 
still experience physical or sexual violence, most often by a loved one 86 . Mexico which ranks among 
the world's 20 worst countries for violence against women 87 sees 6 women killed each day. Men make 
up majority of the murderers as women are regarded primarily as objects for visual pleasure. What 
difference is society today and 1,400 years ago? 

Through constant reiterations to remind us of our accountability to Allah swt and to correct men's 
attitudes towards women in the home where characters and mannerisms are first formed, the verses 
of the Quran sought to shape the personality and behaviour of both Muslim men and women within 
as well as outside a marriage. As the bond within the family is strengthened, other social networks 
that include the extended family, friends, neighbours and the wider community is likewise reinforced. 

Muhammad Saeed Siddiqi narrates in his book 88 that: "Another important function of marriage is that 
there should exist mutual love, sincerity and companionship between the two sexes and there should 
be perfect coordination and harmony between them, which are essential conditions for the progress 
and prosperity of a family, society and a nation. The husband and wife should play a positive role in 
the development of culture and civilization." 

It is very apt that Prophet ® acknowledged the role of women as men's partners and committed 
helpers, for a healthy marriage where both the husband and wife's rights are respected encourages 
personal responsibility, family commitment, community voluntarism and social altruism 89 . Marriage is 
also the greatest social educator of children where it teaches the civic virtues of honesty, loyalty, trust 
and respect for others. By upholding the sanctity of a marriage and family, a healthy community is 
built and a civilized nation is born. Prophet 8's sermon indeed remains invaluable on reinforcing the 
rights of women, still very much betrayed these days. That said, both the husband and wife's rights 
must be adhered to by both parties for a successful marriage. 

8. Adherence to the Rope of Allah swt and His Prophet ® 

With the imminent death of Prophet®, the physical, real-life manifestation of guidance that Muslims 
have had since the birth of Islam was soon to be removed. How could Muslims continue to be guided 


85 http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/facts-and-figures 

86 Ibid. 

87 http://america.aliazeera.eom/multimedia/2015/l/mexico-s-pandemicfemiddes.html 

88 Muhammad Saeed Siddiqi, 1991, The Modest Status of Women In Islam, Kazi Publications, p61. 

89 Dr Barbara Dafoe Whitehead, "U.S. Senate Testimony", http://marriage.rutgers.edu 



on the path of Allah swt? It was with the Mercy and Wisdom of Allah swt that the Holy Quran was 
revealed and the authentic hadith of Prophet 8 was protected to direct mankind to the Truth. 


Allah swt has promised that the Holy Quran would be safeguarded 90 from any manipulation. The Holy 
Quran was revealed in order to bring order to an unjust and uncivilized world more than 1,400 years 
ago. Today, we see that the same problems occur, making the Quran timeless and relevant. The 
central themes of the Quran include the Oneness of Allah swt, the infallibility of the Messenger 8 of 
Allah swt, the predestination of all creations, stories of previous people, man's obligations to Allah swt, 
to one another as well as to other creations of Allah swt all contribute to human rights. As highlighted 
many times in this paper, Maqasid al-Shari'ah, objectives of the laws meted out in the Quran are still 
applicable in modern times. The hadith is the second most important source of Islam, after the Quran. 
Allah swt has repeated in numerous verses of the Quran 91 that Rasulullah 8 is an exemplary that we 
should follow 92 . In addition to detailing the mannerisms, words and deeds of Rasulullah 8, hadith also 
supports, affirms, elaborates, clarifies, specifies and adds on to the principles and laws of the Quran 93 . 

Hence, the Quran and hadith are sources of guidance for our multiple roles in our daily lives - as a 
Muslim, child, parent, spouse, neighbour, citizen, ruler, trader, student and teacher, amongst others. 
The moral values of justice and honesty as well as good etiquette and manners are to be upheld in 
every role we play. However, how do we ensure we obey and live up to these principles if we 
ourselves are oblivious and ignorant of them? 

i. Contemporary Issue: Ignorance & The Importance of Islamic Education 

I have interpreted this part of Rasulullah 8's sermon as a command to relentlessly pursue and seek 
Islamic knowledge. Islamic education, coupled with iman, gives rise to a moral, intelligent, just, 
qualified community with high ethical, spiritual, intellectual and professional standards. We will be 
able to adequately fulfil the responsibilities required of us, be it in the political, social, academic, 
spiritual and personal spheres thereby raising the entire status of the community by maximizing the 
collective output. At the same time, Islamic knowledge empowers us to advocate for our rights, in our 
various capacities, as we are able to demand them with full conviction. Historically, Islamic teachings 
have been provided without fees and mosques were known to be centres of education. Quality Islamic 
education needs to be readily accessible as it is the right of every Muslim to receive spiritual training 
and guidance. In addition, spreading the word of Islam to the non-Muslims must be maintained. 


90 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Hijr 15:9 and Surah Al-Waqia 56:77-80 

91 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Ahzab 33:21 

92 Ibid., - 2:43, 2:83, 2:215, 2:177, 2:183, 2:196 7:156-157, 17:26-29, 22:35 

93 Ismail Abdullah and Shayuthy Abdul Manas, 2015, Introduction to the Sciences of Hadith, HUM Press, P41-44. 




A sound understanding of the religion will prevent Muslims from being falsely misguided. With 
globalization, technology and the secularization of education and media, Muslims today are exposed 
to all kinds of knowledge, information and news, including those that misrepresent or are devoid of 
Islamic values and principles. It is through the same way that radicalists gain ground by targeting those 
lacking in Islamic knowledge. Without a deep understanding of the Quran, Sunnah and Islamic 
sciences, certain excerpts or aspects of the religion used out of context may give rise to 
misinterpretation, instigate fanaticism and eventually breed radicalism with intolerance to alternative 
opinions. External influences and a weak fundamental background of Islam make us vulnerable to 
both extremes - ignorance and radicalism, subjecting oneself to the manipulation of others. Global 
Terrorism Index in 2013 showed that deaths caused by terrorism increased by five times since 2001 
and 66% of 18,000 deaths were by 4 groups: Islamic State in Iraq and Syria, Boko Haram in Nigeria, 
Taliban in Afghanistan and Al-Qaeda 94 . When armed with religious knowledge, right from the false 
becomes evident for the discerning public. The people will know not to entrust leadership in the hands 
of tyrants or unqualified religious scholars. A well-read and intelligent community keeps leaders in 
check as the root to ousting corrupt leadership 95 is knowledge. 

Studying Islam will inevitably enlighten the seeker of knowledge to the various forms of worship to 
receive Allah swt's Pleasure and Mercy, affirm his belief in the impending Day of Judgment as well as 
increase his affiliation and support towards fellow Muslims through their shared solidarity to please 
God. This naturally unites the ummah and fulfils human rights as the community seeks to increase 
their obedience to God in a bid to attain the promised pleasures of Paradise. Ignorance, on the other 
hand breeds immorality resulting in a disintegrated ummah. 

9. The Muslim Brotherhood 

The concept of muakhah, or brotherhood, was incepted by none other than Prophet S himself when 
he 8S first reached Madinah. Prophet Muhammad S realized that he had to unite the Muslims from 
different origins in order to remove any possibility of dissension and segregation. The two main groups 
of Muslims were the Muhaijrun or Ansar. Prophet Si bound each and every Muhajirun with an Ansar 
into pairs 96 to support and bond with one another and continued the pairing system even after the 
initial migration to Madinah 97 . This pairing turned into genuine brotherhood and love for one another, 


94 http://www.theguardian.com/news/datablog/2014/nov/18/religious-extremism-main-cause-of-terrorism- 
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95 Sayyid al-Naquib bin AN al-Attas, 1993, Islam and Secularism, Art Printing Works Sdn. Bhd, pll4. 

96 See Annex B. 

97 Ja'far ibn Abi Talib moved to Madinah in the 7 th year of the Hijrah, and was paired Mu'adh ibn Jabal. 



as testified in Surah Hashr 59:9 98 from the Holy Quran. Even the concept of brotherhood is articulated 
in Article 01 of the UDHR 99 . 

In a hadith by Abu Hamzah Anas bin Malik ra who narrated that Prophet S said: ""None of you will 
believe until you love for your brother what you love for yourself." 100 In another hadith by An-Nu'man 
ibn Basheer who reported: "The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, said, "The 
believers in their affection, mercy, and compassion for each other is that of a body. When any limb 
aches, the whole body reacts with sleeplessness and fever." 101 The love for one another is ideally an 
all-encompassing one which infiltrates all layers, inevitably inspiring wider social, political and 
economic implications. In practice, this love is only realized when obedience to the Al-Mighty becomes 
the ultimate goal and objective of the ummah. 


i. Contemporary Issue: Apostasy and Building The Revert Support System 

We have failed to closely follow this Sunnah of brotherhood - especially for new Muslims 102 . This 
sincere affection must be revived, as it is not sufficient for Muslims to merely congratulate a new 
convert 103 . Prophet Si did not just give verbal advice but he also adopted a practical approach in 
personally creating the Muslim support system. Prophet S sent Mus'ab ibn 'Umair to Yathrib at the 
First Covenant of Aqabah so as to guide the 12 new Muslims 104 . In a span of a year, the number of 
Muslims in Yathrib swelled to 73. New converts would sit with Prophet S to learn the Quran before 
returning to their tribes to spread the faith 105 . As a result, half of Abu Dharr al-Ghifari's tribe converted 
while the whole of the Yemeni tribe of Daws converted under at-Tufail ibn Amr ad-Dawsi. 

New Muslims today leave Islam due to loneliness, isolation, confusion, minimal family support as well 
as little understanding of the faith and how to practise it. An article states that up to 75% of the over 
100,000 new converts in Britain between 2001 and 2011 may have left the faith 106 . There is even a 
Council of Ex-Muslims of Britain, whose Facebook page has 11,561 likes today 107 . 


98 Abdullah Yusuf AN, 1968, The Holy Quran : Text Translation and Commentary by A Yusuf All, Dar Al Arabia, pl523- 
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Although this point does not align with modern human rights, it is the duty of the community to 
ensure that the safety of their fellow Muslims' physical and spiritual well-being is not compromised. 
Fellow Muslim brothers and sisters should be a source of support, especially if their family members 
remain disbelievers. Abdullah Yusuf Ali's commentary for Surah Asr, 103:3, states that one must 
impart the good he has, especially in moral and spiritual aspects, to those around him so that they 
may recognize the Truth. 108 In another commentary of verse 76:8 109 , 'feeding the captive' includes 
those who are not only experiencing social or economic difficulties but require moral and spiritual 
input. Da'wah efforts must continue to the new Muslim's transition to Islam. 

Conclusion 

The paper is an attempt to provide a summarised analysis of the Farewell Sermon of Prophet S with 
respect to varied, modern human rights issues. As previously mentioned, to expound on every single 
message in the Sermon that is relevant to human rights today is just impossible within the scope of 
this paper. A constant reiteration of the paper is that the shared belief in God and the obedience to 
Him is the single most unifying factor for the actual observance of human rights in all forms. Allah 
swt's law - the Shari'ah - regulates man's behaviour with respect to other fellow human beings. The 
Maqasid al-Shari'ah is to sanctify and protect human life, mind, dignity, wealth, religion and family. All 
these goals are still very much relevant in a seemingly developed world today. Wealth, technology and 
human inventions are superficial benchmarks to a society's progress, should man remain devoid of the 
Faith in God and lack civility between one another. Discrimination, racism, aggression, cruelty and 
injustices still afflict the world in present times. Love and concern for the ummah was evident in 
Prophet S's Sermon as he S strove to warn us against error and falsehood for the devastating 
problems they would cause. The relevance of Prophet 8's Sermon to contemporary human rights 
issues cannot be underestimated and must be studied in detail to capture its full essence, if at all 
possible. 


108 Abdullah Yusuf AN, 1968, The Holy Quran : Text Translation and Commentary by A Yusuf All, Dar Al Arabia, pl783. 
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Annex A - Ibn Hisham's Version of the Farewell Sermon 110 

"O, people! Listen to my words, for I do not know whether I will ever meet you in this place after this 
year. O people! Surely, your blood and property are inviolable until you meet your Lord, as the 
inviolability of this day and this month. You will surely meet your Lord Who will ask you about your 
deeds. I have proclaimed to you (the Message). He who has a trust, let him restore it to him who has 
entrusted him with it. All kinds of riba' are nullified, and only you have a right to your capitals, without 
being unjust or others being unjust to you. Allah has decreed that there is no riba' and surely the 
entire riba' of AI-'Abbas ibn 'Abdul-Muttalib is abolished. Every right pertaining to bloodshed in the 
period of ignorance (pre-Islam) is abolished and the first such right I abolish is that of Ibn Rabi'ah 
ibnul-Harith ibn Abdel-Muttalib. - He was sent to be suckled in Banu Layth when Hudhayl killed him. - 
It is the first right I start with as pertaining to the period of ignorance. 

O people! Satan has despaired of ever being worshipped in your land, but he is pleased as long as he 
can be obeyed in anything other than worship, (namely) things which you think of to be of little 
account among your deeds. So beware of him (lest he corrupt your belief in) your religion, O people! 
The postponing (of a Sacred Month) is indeed an addition to disbelief: thereby the disbelievers are led 
astray, for they make it lawful one year and forbid it another year in order to adjust the number of 
months forbidden by Allah, and make such forbidden ones lawful and forbid what Allah has made 
lawful. Time has reached its full cycle, as it did on the day when Allah created the heavens and the 
earth. Verily, the number of months with Allah is twelve months (in a year); of them four are Sacred, 
of which three are successive and Rajab of Mudar, which is between Jumada and Sha'ban. 

O people! You have rights over your wives and they have rights over you. You have the right that they 
do not take as a friend any one that you do not approve, and that they do not commit evident 
obscenity. If they do so, Allah permits you to admonish them, desert them in separate rooms, or to 
beat them but without severity. If they cease (to do so), they have the right to provision and clothing 
with kindness. You are enjoined to treat women kindly, for they are captives in your hands and 
helpless. You have taken them only as a trust from Allah, and their private parts are lawful to you by 
the word of Allah. 

O people! Be heedful of my words, for I have proclaimed to you (the Message). I have indeed left with 
you that if you hold fast to, you will never be misled, an evident Ordinance: the Book of Allah and the 
Sunnah of His Prophet. O people! Listen to my words and understand it. You surely know that a 
Muslim is a brother to a Muslim, and that Muslims are brothers. Hence, it is prohibited that a man 
takes from his brother anything save what he has given you approvingly, so do not be unjust to 
yourselves. O Allah, have I conveyed (the Message)?" 

110 'Abdus-Salam M. Harun, 2000, Sirat Ibn Hlsham Biography of the Prophet, Al-Falah Foundation, p.270-272 



Annex B - List of Pairings 


in 


al-Muhajirun 

al-Ansar 

Ja'far ibn Abi Talib 

Mu'adh ibn Jabal 

Abu Bakr as-Siddiq 

Kharijah ibn Zuhayr 

Umar ibn al-Khattab 

Itban ibn Malik 

Abu Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah 

Sa'd ibn Mu'adh 

Abd ar-Rahman ibn Awf 

Sa'd ibn ar-Rabi' 

Az-Zubayr ibn al-Awwam 

Salamah ibn Salamah ibn Waqsh 

(Husband of Asma, daughter of Abu Bakr) 


Uthman ibn Affan 

Aws ibn Thabit ibnul-Mundhir 

Talhah ibn Ubayd-Allah 

Ka'b ibn Malik 

Sa'id ibn Zayd ibn Amr ibn Nufayl 

Ubayy ibn Ka'b 

(Husband of Fatimah, daughter of al-Khattab) 


Mus'ab ibn Umair 

Abu Ayyub Khalid ibn Zayd 

(first Muslim scholar-ambassador to 

(Host of Prophet S) 

Yathrib) 


Abu Hudhayfah ibn Utbah 

Abbad ibn Bishr 

'Ammar ibn Yasir 

Abu Hudhayfah ibn al-Yaman 

Abu Dharr al-Ghifari 

Al-Mundhir ibn Amr 

Hatib ibn Abi Balta'ah 

Uwaym ibn Sa'idah 

Bilal ibn Rabah 

Abu Rawahah Abdullah ibn Abd ar-Rahman 


The exceptions to the above Muhajirun-Ansar pairings were Prophet S and Ali ibn Abi Talib, Hamzah 
ibn Abd al-Muttalib and Zayd ibn Harithah as well as Abdullah ibn Mas'ud and Zubayr ibn al-Awwam 
who were all Muhajirun. 


111 Zakaria Bashier, 1998, Sunshine at Madinah, Islamic Foundation, p68-69. 

Abdus-Salam M. Harun, 2000, Sirat Ibn Hisham, Al-Falah Foundation for Translation, Publication & Distribution, pll2. 
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